
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER;
EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE.

London, May 1, 1850.
If May was ever the delicious month which

poets delight to represent it, and which we of the
present generation, in consequence of such repre¬
sentation, and a regard to the traditions of our an¬

cestors, believe it* to have been, it has very much
changed its character lately. The tender green
leaves, which the mild air and the gentle show¬
ers of April had tempted to unfold, and the
delicate blossoms of the fruit trees, and the flow¬
ers in the garden, have been nipped and
blighted by the cold northeasterly winds of
this last fortnight.
The week has very nearly pasted, and in, aa yet, unmark¬

ed by any thing of importance. The Committee of the
House of Commons, which was appointed to examine into

precedents relative to the oaths administered to its mem¬

bers on their admisaion, have reported, if not in words,
in fact, " that the privilege in the form of swearing available
in ordinary cases, is also available in case of admission to

Parliament; and that Jitws are not only not excluded, but

.re actually, by name, included among the parties to whom
this privilege has been granted." There does not appear,
therefore, any reason why a Jew, duly elected, as the law now

stands, should not at once take his seat in the House. The

report says, " It has been repeatedly enacted, that, whenever

any of his Majesty's subjects professing the Jewish religion
.hall present himself to take the oath of abjuration, in pur¬
suance of the act recited, the words «upon the true faith ofa
Christian ' shall be omitted out of the said oath." We know
not how far theological casuistry or High Church intolerance
may flitter away the plain common sense meaning of these
words, but to us, and we believe to a majority of the people
of England, there does not now appear a single objection to

Baron Rothschild's presenting himself at the bar ofthe House
of Commons, and demanding to take the oaths and his seat as

a representative of the city of London.
A numerous deputation, representing various philanthropic,

sanitary, and architectural societies in the metropolis, waited
upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer a few days since re¬

specting the window-tax, and received from him a promise
that the question should have the fullest consideration of Go¬
vernment.
The administration appears to be regaining confidence,

and is evidently better supported in Parliament than it was a

month ago; and all rumors of any change in the Cabinet
have, for the present, subsided. The diplomatic department
of the Government expenditure seems to be exposed to the
greater share of public investigation and comment at this time.
FnABEa's Magazine of this day gives a list of our Ministers,
Ac. at foreign courts, and their salaries and perquisites. It
appears that Great Britain is represented at twenty-eight for¬
eign courts, at an annual expense of £t31,050 for salaries,
and of £9,950 for house rent; making a total of £141,000.
The present list of English ambassadors, envoys, and min¬

isters furnishes the names of seven peers and four sons of
peers. Among the secretaries of legation there are nine
brothers and sons of peers. We do not say that bccausc a

man is a peer, or the son of a peer, that therefore he is not a

proper person to receive a foreign mission ; all that we wish
to ask is, whether, because a man holds that position in so¬

ciety, he therefore is fit for such employment ? We think
out present diplomatic corps ranks as high, in point of talent
and adaptation for tke offices which they hold, as any diplo¬
matic corps in Europe; but we are of opinion that men of
equal talent could be found, who would do the nation's busi¬
ness equally well, and probably for much less money, than
it would be decorous to ask peers and the sons of peers to
attend to it for. We think there will be some paring down
in this department.
Our great metropolis is apparently increasing in healthiness

every week ; the deaths returned for the week which ended last
Saturday were 803, the births 1,499. There were no cases

of cholera reported. Our corn market has, we think, seen its
lowest point, from which it is now slowly rising. Such is
also the case in Paris, where, according to last advices, flour
was held for an advance. The cultivation of the beet-root
has much increased, both in France and Prussia, to the dis¬
placement of a proportional cultivation of wheat and rye.
The Bank of England increased its circulation last week

£294,537, and diminished its specie £129,434; both effects
probably produced, in great measure, by the payment of the
dividends. The circulation, including bank post bills, is
£21,404,075 ; the specie and bullion £16,629,601.

May 2.
The great event in France since our last is the

election of a representative in the National Assem¬
bly for the city of Paris ; in which the Socialists
and Red Republicans have been again successful,
returning their candidate, Eugene Sue, by a ma¬

jority of more than 9,000 votes, over M. Leclerc,
the candidate of the Moderate party; the exact
votes being 128,007 and 110,420 respectively.
Upwards of 60,000 electors abstained from voting,
and four-fifths of the soldiers who voted gave their
support to Sue. The immediate effects of this
election will be shown by the fact that, before the
result was known or seriously anticipated, the price
of the 5 per cents at the Bourse was 89f. 45c ,

and the 3 per cents 56.50 ; after the certainty of
Sue's return they fell to 86f. 95c. and 54f. 10c.
Shares of the Bank of France fell from 2,105f. to
2,070f. The deposites received at the Savings*
Bank on Sunday and Monday amounted to361,351 f.;
those withdrawn to 191,742f. This contest has
been, moat undoubtedly, decided againat the earnest hope of
the great bulk of the middle classes, against the Government,
against the National Assembly, and against the cause of law,
order, and society in France. A more decisive event and a

The accounts from the provinces, so far as trade is con-

¦eernsd, are favorable ; the operatives in the manufacturing
'districts are fully employed, and the agriculturists are less de¬
pressed than they have been. There is a manifest improve¬
ment in the price both of wheat and of farming stock. A
good deal of business was transacted at the wine market at
Berpy during the week, and Burgundy wines, in particular,
have advanced in juice.

Spain has been the scene of a curious, but not
very edifying incident, the exact locality of which
was the Royal Palace at Madrid ! It appears
that the King had been for several days press¬
ing his royal consort in the most earnest manner
to free herself from, as he termed it, the " slavish
subjection" in which she was kept by her Minis¬
ters. The Queen resisted, and sent for General Narvakx.
A scene of some violence is said to have taken place between
the three, in which the King declared that on the day of her
Majesty's accouchement he should quit the Spanish territory,
and publish to the nation a manifesto explaining his reasons
for not ehoosing to be present at the birth of the royal infant.

Late news from Rome causes us to fear that the
Pope has fallen entirely under the influence of the
Absolutist party, which now sways the councils of
the Vatican; and the same arbitrary proceedings
appear to be carried on under the very nose of the
Pope as were the order of the day when he resided
at Portici. The secret press of the Republican party is kept
at work, and its pr.Auctions, somehow or other, find their
way into the hands of Pio No*o himself, filling him with in¬
dignation. It is said that the Pontiff is very much dissatisfied
with his present position, which he feels to be thit of a pri¬
soner or hostage. No one is allowed to approach him with¬
out permission, and all papers are opened beforehand by the
authority of Cardinal Ahtohklle.

Advice^from Amass of the 19th instsnt state that the
conferences between the French negotiator and the Briii-h
Minister have been brought to a satisfactory conclusion, and
tt>at we may expect to hear, in a very few days, 0f the final
settlement of the Greek question.
The Viessa Gazette announces that diplomatic relations

faavt been resumed with the Porte. There is literally nothing
new to be said about any part of Gsrmart. Prussia snd
Austria have, it is said, agreed to allow the ..Interim
Commission'' at Fsankfort to continue its provisional ex¬

istence beyond the 1st of May. The Parliament at Erfurt
has spurned, for how long, or for what purpoie, is not

stated. Nothing of importance from any other part of
Eubofk.
The last new. from the Wht Ibdixs is of an encouraging

nature, leading u. to indulge the hope that the inhabit.nl.
nave, at la»t, come to the wise resolution of taking care of
themselves, by attending to the cultivation of sugar, cotton,
Ac., and making the most of their resources, fi tmalun

paper, tell us that a meeting was helJ at Ad»>' .e on the 21.t
of December, to consider the new constitute proposed for
that colony by the Britis*1 Jovernu at. .iesolu ion. in favor
of it. moat essential p:uvisions were adopted with much

cheering.
Prince Kamehambha and Prince Likolaho, accompanied

by the Commiuioner of the Queen of the Sandwich Islands,
Mr. Jcdd, are now in London. They have visi'ed our pub¬
lic places, and were at a large party of the nobility, foreign
ministers, &c. at Lady Palmebstoh's the other evening.

May 3d.
Nothing of importance in either House of Par¬

liament. Last evening the Duke of Richmond
presented more than a hundred petitions in the
Lords, complaining of agricultural distress, and ask¬
ing for protection. His Grace endeavored to for¬
tify the views of the petitioners by the production
of a Northumberland newspaper, in which were sixty adver¬
tisements from farmers, of the sale of their live and dead
stock. Earl Gb*t met this argument by the production of a

Sussex newspaper, dated 25th September, 1844, in the palmy
day. of protection, in which were no fewer than seventy
advertisements for the sale of farming stock, showing that
these sales were quite as numerous at one period as the other.
Ministers were defeated in the Commons by a vote of 155 to

136, on a motion to bring in a bill abolishing the attorney's
certificate tax, which bill Ministers opposed, on the ground
that it would necessarily lead to the abolition of other license*,
the annual produce of which was more than £1,000,000, and
the state of the revenue would not allow the repeal of more

ttxrs at present.
.The difficulties of Pope Pius at Rome are increased by

"the dread of an exhausted treasury and an exploded loan."
The explanati ons of the latter circumstance are detailed in the

morning papers; they are too long to extract, and will not bear

abridgment. The result will probably be, that out of the
nominal amount of the loan of sixty millions of francs, not

more than forty to forty-five millions will reach the Papal trea¬

sury. This is not owing to any defalcation on the part of the
contractor*, Messrs. Rothschild, but from the effect which
the affairs of Rome have upon the terms of the contract. The

Republic of Chili has sent to the Pope, as a specimen of her
metallic riches, a mass of silver, worth from thirty to forty
thousand dollsrs. The Holy Father is said to have lately met

an application for mercy to a political offender with a stem

negative, and the words, 44 Let my subjects now feel the con¬

sequences of their black ingratitude."
The Parliament at Erfurt was prorogued on the 29th ulti¬

mo, " having rendered that ro-operation in the work of con-

' otituting the German Union which is prescribed by the
* fourth article of the Buwd statute, as the object of its meet¬
ing." The Prussian administration secures to itself the

right of re assembling this Parliament at its pleasure. Much
attention is awakened in Berlin to an order to thearmy directing
the, soldiers tojmmedia'ely lay aside the German cockade,
which has previously been worn side by side with the Prus¬
sian one. Twelve month, ago the soldiers were puni.hed for
not wearing the German colors ; they are now threatened with
three day.' imprisonment if they do wearit. The Prussiansol-
diers are said to have laid aside the black, yellow, and red c&k-
adewith great joy. This order being given just after theproro¬
gation of the Erfurt Parliament, is regarded as a significant
omen but of what, nobody at present presumes even to guess.
The news from Frankfobt is, that Aostbia seeks to restore
the old German Diet, strengthening herself with taking two

votes from the smaller States, and defrauding Germany of all
the results of the last two years' warfare and disquiet.
A little bit of home gossip is, that the name of the infant

prince is, at the express desire ofher Majesty, to be Abthcb*
in compliment to the Duke of Wellisotow, to whom the
intention of her Majesty was very appropriately communicated
by Prince Albert, on the Duke's birthday, the 1st instant.

This i. the season of the year when nearly all our great
religious associations and societies hold their annual meetings.
Exeter Hall is tho great scene of action, and crowds attend
every day to listen to the speeches and hear the details of

proceedings for the past year. The Church Missionary So¬

ciety held its meeting yesterday. It reported its income to be
for the last year £104,273, of which nearly £10,000 had
been raised in India. The missions now employ 174 clergy¬
men, &c.; the attendants on Christian worship in the So¬
ciety's missions throughout the world wore estimated at

107,000 ; the communicants, at 13,000 ; the number of
children receiving Christian education, 40,000 ; the number
of baptisms in the past year was 5,554, and the increase of
communicants 543. More than 4,000 person, attended the
meeting. The British and Foreign Bible Society held its
annual meeting yesterday ; it was well attended, and its affairs
were represented as prosperous. Mr. Abbott Lawbkkce
was on the platform, and seconded a resolution which was

moved by the Bishop of Nobwich, in a short but very appro¬
priate speech, in which he said, "with reference to the con-
* nexion between Church and State, that it had been said iu
4 England religion was supported by the State ; he ventured
* to say that it was the State that was supported by religion ;
and he knew that the great Republic of the West would not

' stand aa hour without the sanction of the Bible."
Mr. Hexlxt'smotion, last night, respecting "salaries and

emoluments of office," gave rise to a very interesting debate,
during which much statistical information was evolved.
Mr. Henlxt said that although no fewer than 248,000
person, emigrated in 1848, and a considerably larger number
last year, there was still " a great difficulty every where in the
4 country in getting on. In every town the tradesman with
4 large capital was squeezing out the small tradesman ; where
' any place, however humble, was vacant, the number of per-
4 sons of good character and excellent quali6cations rushing to
4 seek it almost exceeded belief." Mr. Henley's object was to
show that, in consequence of the decrease in price of almost
every article of use or Consumption, salaries and perquisites
of office should experience a similar reduction.
The declared value of our exports of 44 millinery and haber¬

dashery" in 1848-'49 was no less than £927,000. At the
last census, the population employed in cotton, linen, wool¬
len, and .ilk manufactures was 498,241. The shoemakers,
dressmakers, milliners, seamstresses, staymakers, and tailors
amounted to 482,599. The declared value of the exports of
haberdashery and millinery was about ten times the official
value in 1843-'44, but in 1848-'49 it had become little more
than double ; showing a depreciation of four hundred per
cent. There must have been some cause at work during the
la*t three or four years to account for this. Mr. Henley made
the following .tatement as to the depreciation in price, be¬
tween 1828 and 1849 :

Beef and mutton had fallen 17 per cent.
Bread (at present more) 20 14

Grocery (fifty-two articles) 25 "

Forage, (hay, straw, and corn) 20 41

Furniture, ironmongery, &c 20 44

Linen 16 per cent.; cotton 30; woollen. 10 "

Shoe. 7, hosiery 25, fuel 25 "

Wine 10 per cent., beer 20 44

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said the'charge for
salaries had been reduced from £3,763,000 in 1815 to

£2,786,000 in 1835; and enumerated the various offices
where reductions had taken place. In the excise office alone
nearly half a million was now paid annually below the ex¬

penditure of 1833. A great reduction had also taken place
in the expense of collecting the revenue ; for instance, the
customs it was, in 1818, £5 19s. 6d.; in 1850, £5 15*. 9d.
In the excise it was, 1848, £6 7s. lid.; in 1850, £5 13s.
Gd. In the stamp office it was, in 1848, £2 Is. 6d ; in 1850,
£2 0s. 7d. In the assessed taxes, it was, in 1848, £3 6s.
5d , ir. 1850, £3 5s. 3d.
He said Mr. Hkkley had overlooked the effect which the

employment of machinery had produced in the price of manu¬
factures, and that many article, entering into the consump¬
tion of families had either increased in price or had not ma¬

terially diminished. Butchers' meat, for instince, was high¬
er in 1849 than it was in 1843, and potatoes nearly double
the price. It was well known that in every department of
Government there had been a progressive increaee of busi¬
ness. Government did not pay higher salaries than were

paid by other great establishments, and the Government offi¬
cials worked quite as hard as the clerks in those establish¬
ments, or in private houses of business. The cashier of the

Bank of England bad £1,400 a year, with a residence ; the
assistant cashier £1,000. The accountant £1,300, and the
assistant accountant £900. In tb« India House salaries
were in a similar position. No doubt tbeae clerk* rendered
service for tbeir money; be could say tbe same of those in
tbe employment of Government. In tbe Bank of England
tbe total amount of salaries was £211,903 annually, being
only £27,000 less than tbe aggregate amount of salaries paid
by the Tieaaury, tbe Home Office, the Poreigu Office, the
Colonial Office, the Privy Council, and tbe Boards of Trade
and Education, which amounted te £238,000.

8ir Rohkht Pikl came out strongly against the motion,
and in favor of Ministers. He said :

"The lowest salary in the Government offices was £90
per annum. A young man remained two or three years at
that salary, which was perfectly insufficient; after a certain
length of service he received £200.; it was not the amount
of labor, but it was the trust reposed in all those cases, which
ought to be considered. A Secretary of State or a First Lord
of the Treasury could not do his duty without entrusting
sectels of state to a man who was in the receipt of £400 or
£500 a year; and could an instance be adduced in which
the confidence so reposed had been betrayed ? [Hear, hear.]
It was not the amouut of labor, but the extent of honorable
confidence ; and nothing could be more mischievous for the
public service than to reduce the emoluments of these subor¬
dinate offices so as to make them untenable by men who, if
they had not the fortune, had at least the feelings of gentle¬
men. It was forty years since he (Sir R. Peel) entered of¬
fice ; and he waa happy to have this occasion of bearing bis
testimony to the scrupulous fidelity which marked the con¬
duct of the subordinate officers, to the ability which many of
them possessed, and to the proofs they had given that they
were worthy of great confidence. He had beard of instances
in foreign countries where important documents and secrets
were stated to have transpired ; but be never beard of an in-
stance in which a just imputation could be made against tbe
honor of tbe humblest man employed in the establishments
of this country. When he waa appointed Firat Lord of tbe
Treasury he was allowed two aecretaries, tbe salary being
£300 for one, and £l«"0 for tbe other.£300 and £159for
two men as cognizant of what there was to be done in a pub-
lie office as he was himself. He had no alternative but to
select two young men in the Treasury. He had So leave
them there without the means of marking the opinion he en¬
tertained of their services except by the gratitude iie had to

express. But no two young men could have more faithfully
fulfilled tbeir duties. The account he was giving of them
must be tbe account given of those who occupied similar
offices in the departments of the public seivice. He should
vote against the motion, which was calculated to inflict a

wrong upon men to many of whom the public were under
the greatest obligations."

Sir Robert Pkel added that " the total expenditure of
1819 was £48,000,000. But it wculd be an erroneous im¬
pression if the public thought the whole admitted of reduc¬
tion ; because, first, there was the public debt to be provided
for, then the civil lis', and the naval and military half-pay;
and that, deducting from the £48,000,000 £35,000,000
which could Hot be rrduced by tbe Executive Government,
the amount of £13,000,000 waa left as tbe area for reduc¬
tion of expenditure. He certainly did say it would counte¬
nance erroneous expectations if from reductions of salaries
the public were led to anticipate any great relief."

It was stated, during this debate, that the number of persons
employed under the French Government was 235,000, while
in England the total number was below 50,000; and that
there was no country in which the public service was so eco¬

nomically performed as in England. The debate terminated
with 173 members voting for tbe motion, and 269 against
it, being a majority of 96 for the Ministers.

OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENCE.

Paris, May 2, 1850.
The opinion expressed in my last as to the result

of the election in the capital.an opinion in which
it is not too much to say nine-tenths of the city then
shared, has been disappointed. Sue, the candidate of
the Socialist party, has been elected by a majority of
about nine thousand over Leclerc, the candidate of
the party of order ! There is in this fact matter to
strike consternation into France and alarm into Eu¬
rope. For France, not yet relieved from its thraldom
to the capital, still accepts the political forms which
Paris imposes upon it; and Europe, remembering
the revolutions which so quickly followed in many
of its States that of February in France, may now
well busy itself with the inquiry, what is to be the
consequence ofthe triumph of the Red Republicans ;
of the establishment of the Socialist republic in
France ? It can hardly be permitted to doubt that
general war would follow; not merely national
war, as fifty years ago, but national, civil, and so¬

cial, all at the same time, the duration and the
issues of which none may presume to tell.

But Providence has not yet, you say, inflicted
upon France the calamity from which these evils
are to flow. No! but there are no feasible legal
means of preventing it. I doubt if there are any j
feasible illegal means of preventing it. I consider
it certain that unless France, by a violent extra
constitu'ional effort, abandons her present position,
rejects the pernicious men and doctrines which
universal suffrage, worked by a skilful and disci¬
plined minority, is fatally imposing upon her, the
republic of Ledru Rollin and Louis Blanc, of Bar-
bes and Raspail, will be soon fixed upon her.

It became evident, a day or two previous to the
election, that the enthusiasm of which the journals
which originated the candidacy of Leclerc made so
much talk, was in a great degree fictitious, and
much exaggerated. There were found to be many
discontented, if there were none openly hostile to
the new nominee. On Saturday the result was
deemed exceedingly doubtful. Sunday and Mon¬
day sadly realized the worst anticipations. So
far from the general enthusiasm announced to reign
among all the friends of order, the vote was actually less than
in March last. Upwards of one hundred thousand voters de-
clined voting. There was nearly a hundred thousand last
month ; and it was calculated that these would now turn out
in sufficient numbers to turn the scale. Not so. It appears
that the Socialists have gained ground since the 10th of
March. Their vote is nearly the same, notwithstanding the
notorious fact that fifteen thousand voters (nearly all of that
party) have been stricken from the lists.
The vote of the Army, not counting the invalids, is,

last mmth, decidedly in favor of the Socialists.6,029 for
Sue ; 5,066 for Leclerc. It is to be remembered that this is
the result in Paris, where special care is taken to con¬
centrate those regiments which are least infected with repub¬
licanism ; and where the majority above given is lessened by
tbe presence of several privileged corps of picked men, who
vote to a man on the side of Government. We are expect-
ing from tbe department of the Saone and Loire, where elec¬
tions have also taken place, a still more ominous army vote.
The role which the army is to play in the denouement ot
French politics is so important that any thing wh:ch throws
light upon its temper, and the probable direction in which its
influence will be exerted, is of special interest. On this ac-
count I must report a portion of the remarks made the day
before yesterday in the Assembly on the discussion of the war
budget by Gen. Lamosicixiix :

.' He thought that quite loo much interest was manifested
to know what the army thought and hpw tbe army voted.
He wished that the electoral law respecting the army could
be strictly executed, end that thus it should become impos¬sible to know to what political party its votes had been given.In the Presidential election it was not known.it is not known
to Jay.wb° voted for Gen. Cavaignac, and who for M.
Bonaparte. V\ hat matters it, in fact, to know how the army
vote* Not the slightest doubt as to its conduct can be found¬
ed on its vote. Many of tbose who fought and died at Water¬
loo had not voted for the additional acte to the constitution of
tbe empire. Many of those who wairaly opposed the ordi¬
nances of July fought and died in tbe foremost ranks in 1830
in defence of the restoration. And they who rpposed wiA
most animation tbe policy of the last minister of the late mo¬
narchy, defended that monarchy to the last moment. The
army will ever defend the law : but upon the condition that
you respect those laws which give to the army i's force, and
by virtue of which our military institutions have survived the
wreck of all the political institutions which we have seen to
pass away during the last sixty yeara. I say, gentlemen,that the army, let it vote as it may, will defend the law.
Tbe army only lives by law, and for the defence of law. It
has the sentiment of its rights and of its duties : and uponthis double sentiment is founded that obedience to rule, and
that admirable discipline which is its strength, and which
gives it that so calm and so noble attitude which it is ever
seen to assume in the midst of our political agitations. The
army is the faithful rrpresentative of the opinion of the coun¬
try, which is opposed to coups d'etat issuing from the street,
as well as to coups <Tetat issuing from any where else."

The above remarks are not entirely re-assuring as to what
would be the conduct of the army in case of another violent

cotillion between Government and People. I do not believe
that they would again fight u in June, 1848. And if their
muskets should be divided in any thing like the proportion of
their votes, the result would not be doubtful.

For several months past a number of provincial journals
have been endeavoting to familiarise the public mind with
the idea of a removal of the seat of government from Paris
to some city of the interior.Tours or Poictiers, for instance.
" Let Paris," they say, " be the centre of France, the capital'
of its arts and of its industry. But Paria is only a fraction of
France. Let it no longer exercise ita usurped right of iaa-
posiwg upon the country its fancies and caprices. ^Amaiica,
the model of republican States, has no capital eUy. Let re¬

publican France follow this example. Equality of cities, as

well a* equality of citizens, is the will of the provinces.
This opinion has not been without echo in the Paris press;

but it meets, on the whole, little favor in the capital. On
BatMrday last the subject was broached &r the first time in
the Assembly. The army.the budget waa under discussion
Gen. Gbamxowt admitted that it constituted a most grievous
burden upon the public treasury, hat argued that, under pre¬
sent circumstances, reduction was impossible.
" This very Assembly," said he, " the most complete and

the latest expression of universal suffrage, can it possibly du-
pense with its present formidable guard? The 15 h May,the 24th June, and many other ill starred days immediately
answer, 4 no ; this guard must be aaaiotained.' What is the
remedy? What measure may be adopted which will render
practicable the necessary reductions ? This question ia now
being anxiously atked all over Fiance ; and the solution which
suggests itself most favorably to intelligent serious minds, to
t«ch as have been able to still the suggestions of selfishness,
ambition, and political animosity, is, I do hesitate to say, the
transfer, after the example of America, of the seat of govern¬
ment to some city." [Laughter on the left.]A Voicefrom the Mountain. "Ah ! it's outsat last. Theywould move the seat of government from Paris."

Gen. Grammont. " You may laugh, gentlemen ; but S
say it should be transferred to a city where the respect of the
people will permit the Assembly to restore the army to ita
proper destination, and the country to its liberty and ita secun-
ty. I throw out this thought for your appreciation and lo*
your meditation. I do not make it the subject of a formal
proposition. Soon, perhaps, you will be fatally called to de¬
liberate upon it. [Interruption from all quarters of the house.]Let me finish. France is groaning over her actual situation.
She frets under the yoke of an oppressive centralization,
which, without consulting her, is ever ready to overwhelm
her with new revolutions. The provinces see from a distance
what we who are upon the spot seem blind to.utter social
dislocation, the lower empire at the end of our eternal quar¬rels, and the blindness of parties. Let us be for the country,and for nothing but the country ; no matter what the form of
our Government. We should place France, which, thank
God, is not all in Paris, above all political affections and sym-

PaOen. cTHautpoul, (Minister of War.) "The Government
cannot enter ta,n the idea of abandoning Paris and adopting
another city far the seat of the National Assembly." [Bravo,
bravo !]

,,Gen. Grammont. "I have faid that perhaps you would
be fatally eumooned to deliberate upon it ere long. [No,
n°Af. Dupin, (.President.) " No body believes that."

Gen. cPHauipoul. "We have, entire confidence in the
spirit of the Parisian population. We are certain that, left
to itself, its instinct of preservation would tell it that it is by
the maintenance of order in the capital that France is to be
enabled to devote itself, without interruption, to its agricul¬
ture, commerce, and industry. The eyes of France are upon
Paris. It i> from Paris that the impulse must come. W ith
your aid, gentlemen, we will communicate this impulsa. Al¬
lusion has been made to the elections in Paris. I reply that
we await with co«fid«nco the resxlt of these elections, and we
will respect the natiotal will when that will shall be froely
and legally declared."

This was uttered on Saturday, the day before the defeat of
Leclkrc. At the same sitting Col. Charras, one of the ablest
men both as orator and roldier of the ultra Republican party,
made a furious attack on the President of the Republic. He
was for economy and reduction of the war budget. Ha deemed
the numerous military staffattached to the person of the Presi¬
dent exaggerated, and quite unnecessary. Tho constitution
expressly excluded" hitn from all military commnnd. Yet he
has surrounded himself with a numerous military staff. Why
not also with a judicial staff, and a financial staff}
A Voice from the Left. "And why not a clerical staff,

tool" [Laughter)
. .M. Charras thought that "in a Democratic State the pru¬

dential functions should be essentially civil, and simplicity
should characterize him." He then proceeded to ridicule the
coatume of the President, who, without any grade either in
the army or the national guard, wears at reviews, and upon
all ceremonial occasions, the uniform of general of the nation¬
al guard* v

Gen. d'Hautpoul, in reply, declared that " these attacks
were too pitiful to be made or noticed. '1 he President was
the Chief of State."

. .

'

M. Baune. " Say the first servant of the constituiiotj.A Voice from the Mountain. " Where did he win his
epaule's

The President Dupin, (turning toward the left.) "You are

perpetually indulging in gross personalities. You think that
you are increasing the dignity of the republic by ridiculing
and insulting him whom the French people have placed at its
head. He has been attacked. Listen to the defence."
A Montagnard. "He is responsible, and may be dis-

cussed."
M. Dupin. " That is no reason for insulting him."
A Montagnard. " It is you who insult bim, by placinghim above the law."
M. Dupin. "I do not place him above the law ; but 1 re¬

call to silence those who acknowledge no law." [ Trcs bien.'
from the right]
The amendment of Col. Charras was lost.
The defeat of the partj of order has proved the occasion of

increased violence on the part of the re-actionist journals.
They recommend, without disguise or hesitation, measures

quite extra-constitutional for the repression of the Socialist
par^y. The Constitvtionnel is out this morniag with jts fa¬
mous solution, which Paris has been expecting for the last ten

days. It does not mince matters. It recommends in express
term*, in despite of the clear provisions of the constitution,
which prescribe the time and mode of its amendment, a legis¬
lative coup d'etat, by which the term of the President Bowa-
rA*TE shall fee extended to ten years, and the existence of the
Legislative Assembly indefinitely prolonged.
"The constitution of 1793 indicated also the manner by

which it was to be proceeded to its modification. After having
been voted by the convention it was submitted to the approval
of primary assemblies. It had received therefore the stamp of
authority in the most solemn forms. Yet hardly was it voted
ere it was perceived that it would not work. What was done
then' Did they wait, and observe for its amendment the
mode and the time pointed out in its very text > Not at all.
The same Assembly which had sworn obedience to the con-

stitution, suspended its operations, in conformity with the re¬

port of St. Just, and upon the motion of Robespierre
This auJacious recommendation of the Consiitutionnel

would subject it, if equal justice were not a mere name in
France, to seizure and prosecution. Many a republican jour¬
nal during the last six months has been seized for much less
flagrant contempt of established law.
La Palrie, in the same course of unconstitutional reaction,

recommends a revision of the electoral law, which will be
equivalent to the suppression of universal suffrage. " Every
new trial," it says, "demonstrates with increased force, how
mad and culpable is the policy which leaves Franca thus
floundering in the actual anarchy of universal suffrage." "It
is also (trays the Patrie, in the same article) urgent that the
Assembly reconsider its late vote on deportation, and leave
the law susceptible of application, if the tribunals authorize it,
to the actual convicts of Doullens. I think it very probable
that this will be done. It would certainly be one of the most
efficient and least objectionable means of averting from France
the evils of violence, terror, and anarchy which njw threaten
her.
Many reports of Ministerial changes, Presidential messages,

and contemplated coups d'etat, and even of popular insurrec¬
tion, are in circulation. I put no faith in these reports at pre-
sent. As for Cabinet changes, the better opinion seems to be
that none will take place till after the vote upon the bills new
before the Assembly upon deportation, the appointment of tka
Mayors, and the Press. These will come on in the course

of a fortnight.
Russian Legation, Washington, May, 18SO.

T ITKRAKY and scientific works, objects of art, industry,I j and natural history have been sent from all countries to
the Emperor, and to the members of the Imperial Familv, in
such numbers that it hat been found necessary to establish
certain rales for their admission. Hereafter and from this
date all persons wishing to address the Emperor or the mem¬
bers of the Imperial Family are requested to inform the Rus¬
sian Legation of their intentions. In every case the Legation
is bound to apply for a special permission, and, when receiv¬
ed, will advise the interested parties.
The observation of these formalities will be strictly enforc¬

ed, snd no notiee whatever will be taken of those who will
neglect to conform to the above regulations. may S3..3t

THE CUBAN EXPEDITION.
IN SENATE, MAY 21, 1850.

On motion of Mr. YULKE the Senate took up for consi¬
deration the resolation, heretofore submitted by him:

RettUved, That the President of the United State* be re¬

quested to inform the Senate whether any and what informa¬
tion has been received by the Executive Department respect¬
ing an alleged military expedition ugainat the Island of Cuba,
and to communicate to the Senate copies of all correspondence
and orders relative thereto.

Mr. WALKER. I wish to a»k the consent of the Senator
from Florida to submit an amendment:
" And that he be requested to inform the Senate by what au¬

thority he has tent an armed vessel or vessels for the suppres¬
sion of such insurrection, if such be the (act."

Mr. YULEE. I have no objection to the amendment ; I
have no objection to enlarge the inquiry to any extent which
any gentleman may desire. As I presented the resolution,
I feel myself called upon to state as briefly as I may the rea¬
sons which induced me to move it. I think it proper to say,
in the first place, that I propose to oiler no opinion whatever,
nor d» I design this resolution to be regarded as committing
the Senate to any opinion with respecf to the merits of the re¬

volutionary movement which is supposed to ba on foot, if any
such there be. Nor do I know whether,, in fact, any expedi¬
tion which can be regarded in the eye of the law as a military
expedition, has been undertaken. It may be so or not. Ru¬
mors tend that way, but the information is various. I have
received this morning information which may be considered
reliable, that what is alleged to be a military expedition is
not such a one, in fart, as comes within the purview of any
provision of the law of 1818. But, however this may be, I
regard it as immaterial to the issue I have in view. I think
it right further to state distinctly that I regard it to be a high
moral and political obligation of this Government to maintain
with honest solicitude itsneutrality in respect to the affairs ofother
nations, and I recognise the duty of the Executive to uw all
legitimate means to preserve the public peace, and to enforce
the execution of our neutrality laws by all the legitimate
means appointed by the laws of Congress.

But my object in moving this resolution is partly to call
the attention of the 8enate to what seems to me to be a very
serious usurpation of power on the part of the Executive ; to

point the notice of this body and the country to a proceeding
that seems to me to be designed to cover up a negligence of
administration within our jurisdiction by a* usurpation of
power beyond it; to cover up a delinquency at home by a

great wrong abroad by a wrong which strikes at civil and
individual tight * which strikes at the constitutional preroga¬
tives of Congress, and violates that policy adopted by this
Government from an early date, of absolute non-intervention
in the civil broils and commotions of other parts of the world.
To understand the character of this movement on the part of
the Executive, it will be necessary to refer to the announce¬
ment made yes!erday simultaneously in two of the papers of
this city, which are regarded as the organs of the Administra¬
tion and the ofTicial exponents of its current transactions.
We are iuforircd that a squadron has been ordered.where ?
Not to any part of the Uni'ed Slates to prevent the "carrying
on," accordir g to the meaning of the law, an alleged milita¬
ry expedition against a friendly foreign Power ; but where ?
..To the Island of Cuba,** a foreign dominion, beyond our

jurisdiction '; not to operate upon the high seas, but upon the
coast of Cuba, and within the waters and jurisdiction of that
island. To do what there } First to prevent the landing of
any force, or the carrying out of any enterprise organized in
the United States. This is bad enough ; but with further in¬
structions.and it is to tl is aspect of the case I desire especially
to invite attention.with this further remarkable instruction,
in the language of the editorial in the Intelligencer :
" In the event of a landing having been effected, to prevent

the landing of ant hkinfohcf.mknt or aht arms or provi¬
sions under the American flag, intended for such expedition
or enterprise."

Without intending to occupy much of the time of the Se¬
nate, I desire to present for its consideration one or two prin
ciples which seem to me applicable to the circumstances, if
they exist as 6tated in the Intelligencer. In the first place, I
consider these instructions to be violative of the personal
civil rights of emigration and of expatriation. I consider them
also a violation of the express right guarantied to every citi¬
zen of the United States by the constitution of the country, not
to be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due pro¬
cess of law. It will be understood that in this case no war¬

rant has been issued, no informati >n filed, and there has been
no pro ess of law within the contemplation of the constitu¬
tion ; and yet a squadron has been ordeied to the coast of
Cuba to arrest persons and seize property under the American
flag, at the discretion of the commander of the squadron'
If, within our own jurisdiction, a violation of the act of 1818
was being committed, no authority would dare to arrest the
suspected offender without due process of law, as contemplat¬
ed by the constitution of the United States ; but here we find
the Executive of the country employing the fleet of the Uni
ted States and sending it to foreign parts to arrest American
citizens, and to binder them in their liberty and violate the
sanctity of their property, without any legal information and
without any process.

But, passing from this inconsiderate violation of personal
and civil right, there is a greater wrong to the dignity, poli¬
cy, and constitution of the country.

I come to the next, and, as it seems to me, a material
ground. The instructions direct that if a landing had
been effected, the fleet should be employed to prevent the
arrival and landing of reinforcements and supplies of arms

and provisions. I contend that this is an outrage on the free¬
dom of commerce, and an outrage upon the constitution and
policy of the country. What is the established national law
in regard to civil wars ? It is, that whenever a civil war shall
rage in a foreign country, each of the parties are to te regard¬
ed and treated as belligerent Powers. I say now that the
moment a landing was effected, as contemplated by these in¬
structions, and the flag of revolution was raised on the island,
there are two parties arrayed in hostile interest, and that a war

is in being. Belligeient powers are there, and it belongs to
the freedom of commerce, and is a neutral right.a right of
every citizen in this country.to hire or sell vessels, and send
them there with provisions and arms for either party able and
willing to pay for them. Yet here we find a direction given
that, after the anticipated landing is effected and the revolu¬
tionary flag may-have been raised, and there are two bellige¬
rent powers acting on the island in contest for its g ivern-

ment, our fleet is to be employed to prevent the landing of
reinforcements, arms, and supplies under the American flag,
if intended for one of the parties.

I contend that this is not only a violation of the rightful
freedom of commerce, but is also in violation of the rules of
neutrality, as recognised by all nations, and as enforced by
this Government from the commencement of its his.ory to
the present time. The provisions, arms, and ammunition
sent there, under the circumstances, will be regarded, I agreef
as contraband of war, and liable to the risks which belong to
such enterprises. But the commerce is not unlawful ; it is a

lawful commerce, and the vessels or cargoes subject to con¬

fiscation, if they fall into the power of the adversary party.
I wish it, therefore, to be understood, and I so declare dis-
tinctly, that, according to my apprehension of the law, if the
flag of revolution is once raised in the Island of Cuba, from
that moment it is the right of every American citizen to hire
his vessel, or to sell it, to the revolutionary party, equally as

to the other party, and to send under the American flag pro¬
visions and arms, and whatever else the revolutionary party
may require and can pay for. And, further, that every per¬
son who chooses to emigrate to the island, and to take part
with either side, has the full right to do so, provided he chaoses
to incur the hazards of the contest. And I w 11 say, further,
that every American ship engaged in a lawful commerce is
entitled to be protected in its pursuit by the public force. I
s$y, then, that the instructions, so far from being consistent
with the rights of American citizensh'p and property, are in
violation of those rights. I go further, and I say that the acts
ordered to be done are acta of war. I say that the PresiJent
has undertaken to involve the country in the danger of a

hostile collision without the authority of Congress, and there¬
fore in violation of the constitution. In support of this posi-
tion I have to r< fer back to the ground which I took just now,
that the moment a revolutionary flag has been raised in the
island . civil war is begun, and that by the laws of nations
the respective parties in the struggle are to be regarded by all
other people as belligerent powers. I say, then, thai the
order given to our fleet to go upon the coast of Cuba where
this war is raging, to take part in that war by preventing
reinforcements and supplies for one party and not the other, is
a participation in the war; and ifthe revolutionary party should
be successful it will justify them in treating the United States,
aa an enemy, and in treating those engaged in such acts of
hostility towards them with all the severity due to these taken
with arms flagrante btllo.

I understand, Mr. President, that there occurred during
the last summer.and I have only learned it thia morning.
much which did not meet the public eye with reference to
what was supposed to be at the time a movement looking to
the revolntion of Cuba. I shall desire to modify this resolu¬
tion so as to cover all that transpired then. I am told there
is reason to believe that instructions were given, and that
correspondence occurred at that time which ought t> be
known to the country, and which were of a moat extraordi¬
nary character. I do not rest this apprehension upon my
own responsibility ; but in order to bring out the facts, what¬
ever they may be, I shall ask to amend the resolution so as

to cover not only what ia now doing, but what took place
with respect to Cuban affairs during the past summer.

Mr. President, it will be observed that I have carefully ab¬
stained from expressing any approbation of the alleged move¬

ment. Its justice, propriety, and policy depend upon matters
of which I am not aufficiently informed to jui!g« at present.
I think it proper to ray, that when I offered this resolution I
knew nothing of the particulars or the details of this move¬
ment except what was generally known to the country ; and
yet I must say, as I believe a vast majority of the citizens of
this republic will also say, that my sympathies are with the
republican party.strongly and anxiously with them. I trust
in God their movement may be a successful one, and that

this succesj mayj be accomplished without bloodshed, tad
with as little of civil commotion as possible. Sir, I would
be ready to commend any legitimate cflfort of the Executive
to enforce an observance of the l«wa of the land. But it
is certainly not one of the least unfortunate aspects in which
the action of thu Government presents itself, that it is stretch¬
ing its pmers beyond the limits of a just neutrality to crush
a movement conceived in the spirit ol freedom, and to bolster
the authority of a grinding despotism.I do not make it a ground of attack now against the Gov¬
ernment, but ^ must say, with regret, that it has seemed to
me the sympathies of the Government have of Isle appearedto lean rather to the side of despotism than to liberal progress.I do not tbink it proper to go further now. When the infor¬
mation which this resolution seeks has been obtained.and I
hope it will receive a more prompt attention than a resolution
I offered some lime ago which remains yet unanawered.we
shall be able to consider the subject with more light than we
now possess. Still, I hove felt authorized to say as much as
I have from what appeared in the two papers I have referred
to, and which seemed intended to propitiate the public mind
in favor of what the Adminiatration had undertaken.

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I regret that the honor¬
able member from Wisconsin has thought it neceaaary ti offer
the amendment which he has proposed, because it seems Es¬
ther oflensive in its terms. It is not, perhaps, quite regubr
to demand by what authority an act has been done until the
inquiry be first answered whether such an actThaa been done.
I hope, therefore, that the honorable member will see the pro¬
priety of withdrawing the amendment. If he doea not, how¬
ever, I shall vote for the whole resolution.

Mr. President* I am somewhat surprised at some of the
propositions stated by the honorable member from Florida.
He says it looks to him as if this were a declaration of war
without the authority of Congress. Against whom ? or

against what country >

Mr. YULES. Not a declaration of war. I aaid that the
instructions involved an act of war.

Mr. WEBSTER. An act of war, then. Against whom*
Against what Government, what country, what colony,
what province ? It is important that we should govern oar-
selves by some distinct understanding of the neutral duties of
this Government, and of the dutes of all the citizens of this
Government, established by standing law. It we mean to be
neutral, as between a Government and any perty asaailing it
at home or abroad, we are to consider what our treaty stipu¬lations are in (he first place, ar.d upon what relations we
stand ta the Government of that country. Now every bodyknows the stipulations of peace, amity, ard good will con-
tained in all our treaties with Spain; and probably everymember of the Senate knows that in the diplomatic history of
this country, at different times within the last thirty years, so
fur as the Executive Government could pledge the country to
a particular line of policy, over and over, and over again
we assured the Government of Spain that if Spain should
not voluntarily relinquish Cuba to any European Power the
United States would do towards her every office of kindness
and good will to maintain het in possession of that island ;
that the United States would look with great jealousy and
great alarm at any voluntary surrender of Cuba to a Euro¬
pean Power ; and that if Spain would abetain from that, she
might be assured of the good offices and good will of the
United States, and the fiiendship of the Uui'ed States to
maintain her in possession of the island. I do not mean to
say bow far those communications to the Spanish Government
bind Congress or the country; I only mean to say that they
have been made at different times, as far back at least aa
Gen. Jackson's administration ; and they have been made
for the purpose of impressing on Spain the great importance
of our peace and her regard for us, and of preserving that
islang in her possession and under her authority. These sig¬
nifications of the purpose of the Executive Government have
been uniform, and they have been published from time to
time, and I never heard of a complaint of them in any part of
the country.
But now let us come to the direct question. What is it

that is cemplained of> It is said that the President of the
United States has directed a portion of the naval armament
of the country to the coast of Cuba for a certain specific pur¬
pose ; and if the facts are as they are generally believed to be,
for a purpose not only perfectly legal and perfectly constitu¬
tional to be executed on the part of the Executive of the Go¬
vernment, but a purpose made his especial duty by positive sta¬
tute. ° If there is any case, it is a case of this kind. A mili¬
tary expedition has been fitted out, or begun to be fitted out,
in the United States, to act against the island of Cuba, now be¬
longing to the Spanish Government. And it is not material,
if such be the fact, if it be fitted out, or began to be fitted out
or prepared, according to the language of the statute, in the
United States, whether by the citizens of the United States or

by others. The law prevents the thing being done in the
United States. Now, I suppose that whatever action the
Ptesident has taken on this subject, is founded upon informa¬
tion that this is a military expedition, prepared and set on
foot in the United States, in whole or in part. Well, then,
if that be so, the law makes it his express duty, wherever he
can exert the military and naval power, within the limits and
juriediction of the United States, to exert it to defeat such an

expedition. And, in the next place, if a United States ves¬
sel is found on the coast of Cuba, intending to violate this
law of the country by helping to carry on a military expedi¬
tion against Cubs, that vessel is just as much within the
jurisdiction of the United States.for that is the word of the
statute.as if she lay in the Potomac river. I suppose that
nobody doubts now that the jurisdiction of the United Sta'es
is in and over, protecting for the benefit of the United States,
and protecting for the benefit of other countries, all that are
under the flag of the Uoited Stater, wherever that flag
floats upon the sea, or even in the harbor of a fonign
port. I believe that some time ago an honorable member
from Ohio doubted that, and I believe that an honorable
member from New York quoted the sentiment, and said that
nobody believed it. However, I take it to be unquestionable
law, settled upon the surest basis of the national code. If
that he so, the President of the United States is bound in
duty, wherever he finds the jurisdiction of the United States
extending on the sea or on the land, if persons are engaged
in violation of the law of Congres.*, by use of the naval and
military power of the United States to prevent it. Such is
the language of the law, " by the military and naval arma¬
ment of the United States." And why is he to use the
naval armament of the United States, unlcsa there is some¬
thing that can be lawfully done with it upon the sea ? I can-
not persuade myself that the honorable member from Florida
has read the act of 1818 with bis usual diligence and acute-
ness. I say that that act not only gives power to the Presi¬
dent, but imposes it upon him as a duty, an active and dili¬
gent duty, to preserve the peace of the country by suppres¬
sing every unauthorized expedition set on foot in the United
8tates, against any portion of a country, province, or colony
with which we are at peace.

I will not go into tbia subject at any very great length.
But pray, what does the honorable member from Florida
mean ? How does he mean to be understood when he says
that if at home nothing could be done without process or war¬
rant ? That is not the language of the law, nor the language
of the constitution ; nor is it consonant to our general ideas
of the authority of the President under the constitution. If
an insurrection breaks out, may not the President suppress it
by an armed force ? If a squadron were coming up the Poto¬
mac river to burn the capital, may he not resist it with a naval
force } If there were an insurrection of colored persons break¬
ing out any where, threatening the overthrow of the laws and
institutions of the country, must he stop for a warrant ? Sir,
it is made bi* duty to execute the laws ; and where there is
an open, a flagrant, a dangerous violation of law, it is his
duty to come with the proper force of the country to the rescue
of the violated law, and to re assert and re-establiah it.

I do not know what are the precise facts in this esse, but I
have no apprehension at all that it will be found that any
thing has been done which should not have been done, or that
any thing is intended which should not be intended. I have
not the least doubt that whatever has been done in the case
has been done upon full consideration ; and that the answer
to this inquiry will show to the country that no step has been
unadvisedly taken, and that no object has been cherished but
the general, salutary, beneficial one of preserving the peace
of the country.

But the honorable gentleman went somewhat further. He
rays that if a landing be made on the island of Cuba under
the flag of the United States, it is a breaking out of civil war,
in regard to which we must be neutral. Why, certainly we
may be neutral if no act for carrying on that invasion and
raising that Hag of the United States in Cuba has been done,
or attempted to be done, or set on foot, or prepared, accord¬
ing to the language of the statute, in the United State*.

Mr. YIJLEE. The Senator seems to have understood me
as saying the flag of the United States. I did not say so. I
said that the moment that the revolutionary flag was raised
there was a civil war, and there were two belligerent parties.

Mr. WEBSTER. It is the same thing. The honorable
member says that when a revolution breaks out ii is a civil
war, and in a civil war we are bound to be neutral. Very
well. But it is no neutrality at all to sutfer preparations for
war.military armaments.to be fitted cut and *ent from this
country to carry on that war. That certainly is not neutrali¬
ty ; and that is exactly what the sta'ute <jf 1818 intended to

prevent. It was that no such civil commo'ions should b*
aided by military arimmonta fitted out in the United states;
that being supposed to be against the general law of neutrality.
The honorable member, while speaking of the particular

circumstances of this case, indulged in a general remark He
fears that there is a'deposition (running through various acts
of the present Administration) which inclines mora to that sida
of there questions which is not the republican side. That is a
mstter of opinion into which I shall not enter. It is not very
pertinent to the question now before the Senate. I can only
say that, for orte, I have seen no evidence of such intention
or sympathy manifested by the President of the United States.
I believe he means to execute the laws of the country honest¬
ly, fairly, and firmly, as I hope he will do, as ! trust he will
do, as 1 believe he will do. As to the rest, s r, I know no¬
thing to lead me to suppose that he is n«>t as good a republic
can as any of us.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I have not ri*jn to eater in¬
to any discussion ot this resolution, which strikes dm m beiug


